
Shark Identification 

The Thresher sharks

Thresher shark species encountered 
in the Hawaii pelagic longline 
fishery.



Common Thresher Shark

Bigeye Thresher Shark

Pelagic Thresher Shark



Common Thresher Shark

White above pectoral fin

Irregular margin between 
Dark & white colorsPectoral fin tips 

pointed

Alopias vulpinus



Common Thresher Shark

Irregular line between colors.

White above pectoral fin.

Groove at back of mouth,
Labial furrow



Pointed pectoral 
fin tip.

White above 
pectoral fin.



Pelagic Thresher 

Common      
Thresher

White above 
pectoral fin.



A Common Thresher surfing of the California coast.

LA Times, Photographer Ashley Healy



Bigeye Thresher Shark
Alopias superciliosus



Bigeye Thresher 
Shark

Groove



Bigeye Thresher Shark head, view from above

Eye socket 
extends to top 
of head

Prominent groove



Q:  What is it?

A: Bigeye Thresher

Why?



Photo by Observer Joe Wiggens







Pelagic Thresher Shark

White color is below 
pectoral fin.

Pectoral fin w/ 
round tip.





Pelagic Thresher 
Shark

Alopias pelagicus



Q: What am I?

A: Pelagic thresher shark

Why?



Photo courtesy Tara, Clemente, NMFS Observer





Pelagic thresher shark head. Note lack of 
labial furrow & large eye

Smooth



A Common thresher jumping off the 
coast of Baja, Mexico.


	A Common thresher jumping off the coast of Baja, Mexico.

